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Hello,  
It’s 1964 and President Lyndon Johnson has just signed the Civil Rights Act in Sue Monk Kidd’s “The 
Secret Life of Bees” (2002).  Female protagonist, Lily, is 14 years old, and she and her housekeeper, 
Rosaleen, have fled their hometown of Syland, South Carolina, after Rosaleen is beaten-up enroute to 
register to vote.   In addition to wanting to get Rosaleen out of town, Lily is fleeing her abusive father, T-
Ray, and simultaneously on a quest to find the origins of a Black Madonna photo that belonged to her 
deceased mother.  Their journey takes them 93 miles to the town of Tiburon (SC), to the “Pepto-Bismol’ 
pink house of beekeeper-sisters, August, May, and June Boatwright, whose famous Black Madonna 
Honey, is affixed with the very sticker-photo of the Black Mary Lily has been carrying with her. 
 
Under the guise of heading to Lily’s aunt’s home in Virginia, but giving said aunt time to recover from a 
recent surgery while also awaiting money (to help with traveling expenses) from the same fictional-aunt, 
the two settle into life with the Boatwright sisters.  Rosaleen takes up cooking and other house duties, 
while Lily learns the art of beekeeping, and meets August’s ‘right-hand-man’, Zach Taylor, a football 
player and soon-to-be junior at the local Black High School.  One day while sitting outside on a lunch 
break, Zach and Lily share their career aspirations with each other.  And while Lily shares that her goal of 
being a writer and English teacher is probably now impossible given her ‘orphan’ status, Zach shares 
that he wants to be a lawyer…to which Lily, expressing double at the possibility, responds: “I’ve just 
never heard of a Negro lawyer. You’ve got to hear of these things before you can imagine them” (121).  
Undeterred, Zach responds, “Bullshit.  You’ve got to imagine what’s never been” (121). 
 
And herein lies an interesting dichotomy, perhaps even a paradox, in schools of thought re:  what is 
possible in terms of life goals, plans, choices, and possibilities.  Can we only become what we can first 
imagine for ourselves?  And if so, what if we haven’t had the luxury to while-away our days, or the role 
models in our lives, to reflect on an array of possible realities for ourselves?  How then might we get 
there…from where we are now, to where we want to be?  But if Zach is to be believed, perhaps it is the 
imaging that comes 1st.  The ‘future seeing’ of ourselves in a specific light, living out the goals and 
dreams we have secretly longed for and imagined.  So maybe it is the imagining which comes 1st and 
that leads to the questioning, as poet Rainer Maria Rilke believes, that makes way for us to live our way 
into the future we have envision for ourselves.  
Best,  
Monique 
      & 
Nicolle 
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What ‘imaginings’ might you begin to entertain for your future? 
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WRITING PROMPT 
 
When you were a child, what kinds of things did you image for your future self? 
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HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 
Signs and Tactics of an Abuser 

 
While they may appear charming, attentive, and super ‘into you’ when you 1st meet, an 
abuser’s true nature will eventually come out: 
 
They… 
 

• never accept blame 
 

• never apologize…except in a sarcastic tone 
 

• ‘guilt-trip’ & ‘gaslight’ you 
 

• are controlling and monitor or restrict your comings and goings 
 

• make fun of you and judge you, sometimes in front of friends/family 
 

• ignore your feelings, preferences, opinions 
 

• isolate you  
 

• control your finances and access to money 
 

• make disparaging comments about your friends and/or family 
 

• accuse you of things you’re not actually doing  
 

• uses the silent treatment to get their own way 
 

• their abusive tactics can include a range of verbal, emotional, physical abuse 
 

• their promises to ‘change’ never come to pass 
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MOMS HELPING MOMS  
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QUOTES 
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